
Adding to the conversation

Between 2010 and 2014, 182,800 new jobs were created 
in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties, while only 16,262 
housing units were built.

In San Mateo and Santa Clara counties, a renter needs 
to earn $126,090 a year to aff ord an average 
two-bedroom apartment. 

Income Needed to:
San Mateo & Santa Clara Counties

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 
5-Year Estimates; California Employment Development Department

Source: California Association of Realtors and  
Zillow as of June 2016
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Nearly one-third of Bay Area 
commuters cross county lines 
to get to work. The average 
Silicon Valley commuter spends 
1 hour and 10 minutes traveling 
to and from work.

Note: Length of commute includes San Francisco, 
San Mateo and Santa Clara counties

Source: Silicon Valley Competitiveness and Innova-
tion Project – 2017 Report and U.S. Census, Bureau, 
2015 American Community Survey, 
1 Year Estimates, PUMS

    
What are people working on?

Throughout Silicon Valley, people are 
taking action to make more housing 
available for everyone. Groups are 
looking at many topics, including the 
following:

• Increasing the supply of housing 
for people at all income levels.

• Reducing traffi  c congestion by 
improving public transportation.

• Supporting more economic 
development opportunities for 
people of all backgrounds and skills.

What can you do?

Each of us can help address our region’s 
housing challenges. Consider taking the 
following actions today:

• Learn more about housing at 
siliconvalleycf.org/onthetable

• Support aff ordable housing in your 
community by contacting your local 
city planning or housing department.

• Keep the conversation going, and share 
your comments on social media using 
#onthetablesv.

Commuters Who Cross County Lines by 
County of Residence, 2015

Alameda County                              37%

San Francisco County                     25%

San Mateo County                           42%

Santa Clara County                         13%

Bay Area                                             30%
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According to a 2017 poll, respondents 
cited housing costs as the top problem 
facing the region, with 40 percent 
indicating they were likely to leave 
the Bay Area in the next few years.

Source: San Mateo County, Home for All Website � �� �40%
Respondents who 
indicated they were 
likely to leave in the 
next few years.
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